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contributed more th-zn any other to the developncnt 
of the fidd’, and they still ha-tie much to offer in the 
future. These authors describe different types of 
bioassay, provide a use&l ca%13ogue of responses on 
commonly used tissues and discuss the choice of 
assay tissue and the use of antagonists. It would be 
fitting to end with a defence of bioassays by reference 
to an earlier comment in this book that a major 
disadvantage of bioassay (ii1 addition to Iack of 
nanogram amounts of prostaglandins E, Gr Fti can 
in practice be measured accuratefy in 1 day by 
bracketing assay for the price of 2 rat stomach strips 
(grotirling they work?). 
_ _ 
absolute specificity) is rts low sample capacity. In 
some cases this i  true, but it depends on W~CX type 
-A assay is attempted: e.g., XI-60 extracts containing 
Hn conclusion, although this book is of limited 
value to the general reader with a passing interest in 
prostaglandins, it will be indispensable to serious 
prostagkmdinologists because it is the first compre- 
hensive and unified source of these detailed methods. 
Certainly it has given me a number of useful ideas 
which I would like to try out in the lab. 
Robin Howlt 
Dicrionary of Microbiology 
by P. Singleton and II. Sainsbury 
9obn Wiley and Sons; Brisbane, Chichester, New York, Toronto, 1978 
481 pages. %I 7.50 
In their preface the authors say that they have 
aimed to produce a compact source of readily- 
available and up-to-date information for under- 
graduates and postgraduates in microbiology and in 
any of the wide range of disciplines for which some 
knowledge of microbiology is necessary. It is unlikely 
that. many undergraduates will have recourse to this 
book and the postgraduatesS, busy writing their theses, 
may find it disappointing because it givesno references_ 
It is claimed that the book dealspvith terms, con- 
cepts, techniques, tests and other toiics related to 
pure and applied microbiology, biochemistry, 
immunology, and genetics as well as the micro- 
biological aspects of allied subjects_,such as medicine, 
veterinary science, and plant pathology. Opening a 
large text on microbiology at random this reviewer 
found 50 words of which 43 could be Cound in this 
dictionary. Among those that were absent was 
Colorado tick fever (though Madura foot is there). 
PuUulan is mentioned but not the useful enzyme 
pulhdanase. Sigma virus is defined but sigma factor 
only occurs under RNA. There is no mention of 
casein, pronase, subtilisin, or Semhki forest virus. 
Clone is there as a noun but not the fashionable 
present participle cloning, neither is there any 
enlightenment on the meaning of a pulse-chase 
experiment_ 
Nevertheless this is an interesting and useFJ1 book 
- what ClictiGnary is not? Though at &3 7.50 it will 
be found mainly in hbraries of public institutions 
and not in those of individuals - a pity. 
S. P. Datta 
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